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Mission
Lead the charge to brilliant outcomes for the children of our 
community by ensuring equitable access to the highest quality 
learning and care.

• Beacon Hill
• Delridge Community Center
• Hawthorne
• Highland Park
• Kimball
• Leschi

• Madrona
• Maple
• Miller Annex
• Montlake
• Rainier Community Center
• Sanislo

Locations

What We Do
Launch makes a difference for children and families by providing 
high-quality, effective preschool, before & after school and summer 
programs grounded in research on best practices. We work to 
close the opportunity gap and ensure equitable program access 
for children, and partner with families, schools, and nonprofits to 
ensure every child and family has the support they need to be 
successful. We advocate for policies, programs, and funding that 
benefits children and families, and participate in local, regional, and 
national program quality and collective action initiatives. We help 
build the youth development field by training the next generation of 
teachers, and create innovative programs that help drive changes in 
the sector and improve outcomes for children and families.

Our COVID-19 Response 
S E R V I N G  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

When it first became clear in 
February 2020 that COVID-19 
was likely to affect our region, 
we began planning our 
response. Governor Inslee 
closed all Washington schools 
on March 12, 2020, and 
because the majority of our 
programs are located within 
Seattle public elementary 
schools, we also closed our 
locations for 2 weeks.

During this time, we 
immediately began preparing 
to reopen. We knew that not 
only were school closures 
going to have an impact on 
children’s social-emotional 
and academic development, 
but also that many families 
were essential workers and 
relied on child care so they 
could work and provide the 
critical services that keep our 
community running.

We coordinated with Seattle-
King County Public Health 
and other child care providers 
to develop robust health and 

safety measures that served 
as a statewide model for how 
child care programs could 
safely reopen. We worked 
with Seattle Public Schools 
(SPS) and Seattle Parks & 
Recreation to secure the use 
of spaces that would allow 
for social distancing. Thanks 
to our partnership with SPS, 
children in our emergency 
care programs received 
free meals, art kits, and 
academic learning packets. 
And we worked with the City 
of Seattle to refer essential 
worker families to us.

In late March, we reopened 
and offered free emergency 
child care at 5 locations. 
From March-June 2020, 
we provided free programs 
to 80 children. Teachers 
offered engaging enrichment 
activities, a safe place for 
kids to process big feelings 
about the pandemic, and lots 
of opportunities to connect 
with academic learning while 
schools were closed.

A Year of 
Resilience & Hope

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



213
CHILDREN 
in our preschool 
programs107

CHILDREN 
in our Leap Ahead 
summer kindergarten-
readiness program

DURING FY 2019-2020 WE 
PROVIDED MORE THAN

$587,000 

in uncompensated care*, free 
emergency child care for essential 

workers and low-income families from 
March-June 2020, and Launch tuition 

assistance and scholarships

*the unreimbursed costs for accepting government 
subsidies for low-income families

368
SCHOOL-AGE 
CHILDREN 
in our summer camps

703
CHILDREN 
in our school-age before 
& after school programs

IN SUMMER 2019

WE SERVED

DURING THE 

SCHOOL 

YEAR (PRE-

PANDEMIC ) 

WE SERVED

WE PROVIDED FREE 
EMERGENCY CHILD CARE 
FROM MARCH-JUNE 
2020 TO:

80 C H I L D R E N 
O F  E S S E N T I A L 
W O R K E R S  & 
L O W - I N C O M E 
FA M I L I E S

CHILDRENDURING FY 2019-20 WE SERVED 1,125

and time of social unrest has been a lifesaver! I’ve been

able to focus on my work as a healthcare provider knowing

that my children were being safely cared for”  - Launch parent

“Being able to access childcare during this pandemic



“To say Launch has been a blessing to our family is an understatement. Our 
daughters were well cared for by the staff, made friends quickly and were 
challenged by school work. They came home everyday with a different arts and 
crafts activity or some new fact that they learned. We will forever be grateful to 
Launch for helping our family in these uncertain times.”   - Launch Parent

S U P P O R T I N G  E S S E N T I A L  W O R K E R S 

A Parent Story
“I am so grateful to have had Launch Emergency Care for my 
children. Knowing that they’re being cared for by loving staff is 
beyond reassuring while I have been working as a healthcare 
provider during this pandemic. Launch is not just a place that 
has taken care of my kids during this time - the Launch staff have 
continued my kids’ academic education, nurtured their passions 
for social justice, and provided enriching and fun activities. As a 
family of color, we value the diverse, multiethnic Launch staff.”

B E YO N D  L E A R N I N G :  L AU N C H  F O O D  S U P P O R T
S U P P O R T I N G  L E A R N I N G 
D U R I N G  A  PA N D E M I C

C R E AT I V E  PA R T N E R S H I P S

The pandemic has made 
it clear that no one can do 
it alone. When COVID-19 
first affected our region in 
March 2020, Launch was 
able to successfully and 
quickly pivot to provide free 
emergency child care thanks 
to the wonderful partners 
who worked with us to 
support kids and families.

Of particular importance was 
ensuring that students were 
still able to get academic 
content while schools were 
closed. We worked with 
Seattle Public Schools (SPS) 
to get weekly academic 
learning packets so that 
students could maintain 
their academic work while 
at Launch. We invested 
in technology so students 
could participate in SPS 
remote learning broadcasts. 

We partnered with the 
Pacific Science Center to 
pilot their virtual science 
programming over Zoom 
at Launch during the 
spring. Not only did this 
pilot program add some 
fun science activities in the 

Launch classroom, but 
it also helped the Pacific 
Science Center to plan and 
test their approach to virtual 
learning, and later served 
as the model for their own 
distance summer camps. 

The Pacific Science Center 
programming covered topics 
including humans and animal 
bones, the physics behind 
sound and music, how the 
brain functions, exploring 
electricity, and the 5 senses.

We also worked with a 
number of partners to plan 
for an engaging virtual 
summer program, including 
STEM Paths Network to 
offer circuitry programming, 
Youth in Focus to provide 
photography classes that 
develop visual literacy and 
21st century skills, and Triple 
Impact Coaching to offer 
basketball skills training 
that connects with social-
emotional and academic 
skills development. 

Thank you to our partners 
for your commitment to 
helping students thrive 
during the pandemic!

During the pandemic, Launch isn’t just providing a safe, caring place for 
children to learn and grow while their parents or caregivers are at work 
providing for their families. We’re also proud of the additional resources and 
support we’ve been able to provide families beyond child care, including 
offering food bags for preschool families to take home. 

We have a longstanding partnership with Farmstand Local Foods to bring 
fresh, local, and sustainably grown fruits and vegetables to our programs 
thanks to funding through the City of Seattle’s Sweetened Beverage Tax. 
Since Seattle Public Schools has been providing free meals to our programs 
throughout the pandemic, our partners at Farmstand Local Foods instead 
allowed us to offer free food bags with fruits, vegetables, meat, dairy, and 
recipes for our preschool families to take home.

One parent shared, “We’re so grateful for the food we received last week. 
Since school closed our food budget has been bolstered by Safeway 
vouchers, but we rarely have excellent farm fresh produce. We were able 
to introduce the kids to asparagus and radishes, and the strawberries were 
amazing (and disappeared quickly). We still have butter and burgers. The mix 
of items was so impressive.

I’ve been so impressed and humbled by the lengths that Launch has gone 
to in supporting families. I’ve rewatched my daughter’s teachers’ [video] 
messages when I’m feeling low to help me remember their positive energy 
and patience. And most of all their respect for the children and faith in their 
abilities. They are an inspiration to me. Thank you so much for everything!”

Thank you to Farmstand Local Foods for helping support our families!



43%
OF LAUNCH FAMILIES 
had an income below 80% of 
the King County median.

OF OUR STUDENTS ARE 
CHILDREN OF COLOR

O V E R  H A L F

43%

Asian

Black/African American

Latinx/Hispanic of any race
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander

2+ races

White

Other/unknown

ASIAN 
6%

LATINX/HISPANIC 
OF ANY RACE 
1%

2+ RACES 
34%

OTHER/
UNKNOWN 
6% BLACK/

AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
10%

NATIVE HAWAIIAN OR 
PACIFIC ISLANDER 
1%

WHITE 
42%24

L A N G U A G E S 
were spoken by Launch 
families

58%
OF LAUNCH STAFF 
identified as people of color.

“The Launch program has rescued me and my family in a time of crisis, allowing me to 
be able to perform in my work from home while providing a safe and caring educational 
program for my children. They have had a very positive experience, and I am grateful for the 
obvious investment the staff has made in my children.

I am a single parent, and the first 6 weeks [of the pandemic] were crushing. I absolutely 
love my career - it is not only paving a way for our family’s future, but it is an incredible 
source of energy and joy for me as a woman and who I was made to be. The stress I 
was under to ensure I could show up in my work and be fully present on phone calls and 
meetings in our small apartment- while caring for their physical and emotional needs and 
attempting (and failing) to “homeschool” was debilitating. My grocery bill has doubled, and 
I was working after hours (beyond midnight) many nights to just try and maintain, let alone 
show up well, rested, deeply present and at my best. Before we met Launch, I truly didn’t 
know how I was going to sustain with that amount of pressure, due to the uncertainty of 
COVID-19. 
 
Within my children’s first four days at Launch, my son’s teacher came out to meet me 
and listed off half a dozen positive observations she had made about my son - academic 
and beyond. I was so pleased and so impressed. They are happy to go to school every 
day and smiling when I pick them up. They seem to be engaged in a well-rounded variety 
of activities from reading to outside play, building, small class social play and all-around 
provision. The process has been so smooth. The entire team have been incredibly 
responsive and optimistic with every interaction - warm and engaging. 
 
Your presence and contribution to show up for my demographic, specifically, and in our 
community, will have a lasting impact. There are many more good days now - much more 
hope.”

- A Launch Parent

“Many more good days now” 
I N  T H E I R  W O R D S :  A  L AU N C H  FA M I LY  S TO R Y



Matt Adkins
Irene Akio
Rosalie Alhadeff
Arif Ali
Russell & Kelly Alleen-
Willems
Amazon
AmazonSmile
Anonymous (7)
Almeera Anwar
Melanie & Casey Arena
Holly Arsenault & Matthew 
Richter
June & Jeffrey Ashley
Megan Atcheson
Ethan & Jessica Atlakson
Caryn Avery
Samuel S Axelrath
Erika Ayer
Jared Baily
Sheri Bair
Amber Banks
Linda Barber
Dana Barnett & Dan 
Berger
Eric & Logan Bartholet
Battelle
Laura Baumwall
Jacqui Beck
Karen Beck
David Beckerman
Chad Berg
Ria Berns & Augustus 
Winkes
Karen Bertiger
Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation
Michael Blumson

Lianna Bode
Christine M Booth
Jane Ann Bradbury
Emily Breese
Jane Bremner
Stephen Brown
Andrew & Sarah Buhayar
Liza Burell
Deeann Burtch Puffert
Stephanie Cameron
Alysia Carey
Maria Carney
Mr. & Mrs Haw & Ya-Ling 
Chan
Elise Chayet
Matt Clarich
Kerry Clayman
Angela Clement
Danya Clevenger
Jolenta C Coleman
Jeffrey & Susan Cook
Stephen & Ashley Cooper
Ann Cotton
Barbara & Ted Daniels
Mercy Daramola
Jennifer Day
Lynnae & Robert Deeken
Mike Delaney & Cindy 
Ogasawara
David Detlefs & Ann Finn 
Detlefs
Susannah & Aashish 
Dhamdhere
Erin Dillon-Naftolin & 
Jordan Naftolin
Liz & Dave Director
JeeYoung Dobbs
Steven Doman

Daisy Dong & Johnny 
Chan
Jennifer Dooley & Barry 
Dowsett
Travis Doty
Tony Drovetto
Kristy & Dan Drury
Erik Dugger & Olive Goh
Matt Dunbar
Kara Dunn & Andrew 
Hughes
Aimee Duran
Jeremy Dwyer-Lindgren
KJ Dykema
Nancy Earnest
Diana Echeverria
Jane Edelson
Bill Eisele
Anna & David Elam
Jessica Emerson & Evan 
Buehler
Linda Eng
Josh Engelhardt
Equity Matters
Timothy & Olivia Erickson
Ebrahim & Zewditu Eshetu
Carey Evenson & Jared 
Silliker
Gabrielle & Paul Fairbairn
David Fleming & Nora 
White
Erin Florence
Emily Flynn & Ryan Kelly
Stephanie Forman & Ryan 
Austin
Ade Franklin
Andrew Freeberg & Bianca 
DiJulio
Ketil Freeman & Susannah 
Herrmann
Tracey Fugami & Jeffrey 
Miller
Jen Fuller
Fuller Family Fund

Jason Garnham
Lucas Garrett
Selam Gebremariam
Heidi & Keith Gengler
Sarah Gist
Bruce & Peggy Gladner
Ken & Sandy Glass
Jay Goldstein
Google
Madeline Grant
Fernanda & Richard Gray
Angela Griffin
Shari & Shawn Griffin
Kathleen Groshong
Steven Guizlo
Dori Gustafson
Matthew Hancock
Terri & Tom Hansen
Maura Hardman
Summer Hayes & Jeffrey 
Aken
Angela & Michael Heald
Anthony Hecht
Connie Hellyer
Bethany Henderson
Kim Herber & Thomas Ditty
Erica Hesse
Nick Heyer
Eric Higbee & Ara Erickson
Coco Hinojosa
Kelly Hipchen
Jared & Whitney Howe
Naomi Hume
Justin & Shannon Hunt
Michelle & Tim Hunter
Geoffrey Huntington
Eryn & Aaron Ilk
Karen Intrachat
Isabelle Isidro & Patrick 
Wells
Lindsey Ismailova
Brianna Jackson

Karma Jensen
Stephanie Jones
Sireesha Kadambari & 
Shantanu Chandra
Michaela Kay
Clyde Kendall
Casey & Jim Killett
Tina Kim
Michael & Bria Knowles
Elizabeth & Zachary 
Kroupa
Catherine Krummey
Cathy Laetz
Kira Lanewala
Rehana Lanewala 
Matthew Lapora & Brenda 
Tausch Lapora
Brandon Larson & 
Kathleen Fugere
Molly Laster & David 
Sorenson
Michael Lawless
Kristal Lee
Shannyn Lee
Serena Lehman & Curt 
Fulgham
Kabri Lehrman-Schmid & 
Jora Lehrman
Michael Levin
Tim Lewis
Seok Bee Lim
Carmen & Julien Loh
Stephen Mack
Holly Maggard
Imran Majid & Dania 
Mahmood
Natasha Marsh
Leanne Martinez & Victoria 
Slade
Liza Maxwell & Sean 
Bennett
Becca McCary
Jennifer Meier
Microsoft

Janet Miller & Donald 
Villarreal
Jeffrey Miller & Tracey 
Fugami
Megan Miller
Chava Mirel & Brennon 
Murphy
Mahalie Monize
Dustin W Moretz
Emily Morgan
Kellie Morrill
John Morrison & Christina 
Wong
William Morse III & Alycia 
Delmore
Harriett Morton
Stephanie Morton
Mary Murray & Derek 
Butcher
Susan Nazzaro
Sharene Nelson & Michael 
Giambalvo
Anjanette Nelson-Wally & 
Jody Wally
Alexandre Neves
Khanh-Van Nguyen
Tuan & Leah Nguyen
Karen Ochsner
Mari Offenbecher
Shawna K Okamoto
Casey Osborn-Hinman
Sarah Palmer
Phelana Pang
Perry Parsons & Jennifer 
Josephs
Louise Pitell
Sandy & Leo Poort
Port Blakeley
Shoshana Powell
Aaron Pritchard & Amy 
Scarton
Sarah Rafton & Vincent 
Fan
Daryl Randle
Amy Reams

Richard A. (Ricky) Rudine 
Memorial Endowment 
Fund
David & Celeste Rind
Allison Robbins
Amy & Bryce Rodda
Michael Rogers
N. Stewart Rogers
Jessica Ross & Allison 
Kent
Jessica Rossol-Allison
Barbara Hunt Rowe
Safi Sadiq
Marc Salazar
Ryan & Ashley Sales
Doris & Robert Schaefer
Mike Schloss
Kelli Schmidt
Schubiger Fund
Amanda Schwanz & 
Stephen Baker
Brian & Allison Schwartz
Quynh Sell
Julie Severson & Matt 
Sneddon
Melissa & Joel Shapiro
Rochelle Short
Megan Slabinski
Paul Sliwowicz & Elizabeth 
Ebersole
Jonathan Smith
Randi Solinsky
Beth Somerfield & Don 
Caffrey
Angela & Daniel Spring
St. Paul & Minnesota 
Foundation
Sarah Stachowiak & 
Tyler Hill
Karen Stedman
Helena & Alec Stephens
Seth Sterr
Kate Stewart & Deborah 
DeWolfe

T H A N K  YO U  TO  O U R 

Donors

Revenue Expenses

TUITION  

$2,359,789

SEATTLE 
PRESCHOOL 

PROGRAM

$2,348,522

DCYF/DSHS 

$505,828

CITY OF SEATTLE 

$392,919

WA STATE 
FOOD PROGRAM 

$196,840

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS 

$329,985

CONTRIBUTIONS & 
GRANTS 

$342,383

OTHER 

$9,356

$6,485,652 $6,161,539

PROGRAMS

$5,351,553

ADMINISTRATION

$640,563
FUNDRAISING

$169,423

Financials 
J U LY  1 ,  2 0 1 9  -  J U N E  3 0 ,  2 0 2 0 

Stolte Family 
Foundation
Fritz & Angela Stugren
Kirstin & Scott Sturdivan
Jessica Stutz
Midori Sudo & Atsuhiro 
Zoshima
Tagney Jones Family 
Fund

Emmanuelle Tanguy & 
Claudio Micheloni
Ryan & Michelle 
Taylerson
The Norcliffe Foundation
The Seattle Foundation
Lindsay Thomas
Shannon Thomas
Clover Thurk & David 

Eberhardy
Sarah Tomashek
Ian Toms
Linda Trinh & Gary Finh
Kristin Tuttle
Lauren Urgenson & Erik 
Peterson
Vivian Van Gelder
Tomer Vandsburger

Jared Varnes
Tai Velasquez
Sabrina Villanueva
Béat von Tscharner & 
Ken Weyel
WA Dept of Children, 
Youth & Families
Brad Wageman & Terry 
Mulholland

Clara Walton
Erin Weible
Carol Weisbecker
Patrick Wells & Isabelle 
Isidro
Liddy Wendell
Cheryl West
David West
Kate & David West

West Wind Fund
Heather Wilde
Maegan & Patton 
Wilkinson
Christian Woods & 
Rachel Oppenheim
Marcia Wright-Soika
Sachiko Yari-Doty
Judy Yasutake

Kam Yee
Lori Yonemitsu & 
Vernon Jay
Hilary Young & Anthony 
Ward
Ken Yu & Ying Xu
Lucille Zhang & Roberto 
Apostol
Anders & Sally Zwartjes
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“This program has 

been a lifesaver.”

- Launch parent


