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When you reflect on some of Launch’s highlights of the past year 
- opening a new preschool at Delridge Community Center, adding 
new staff positions that expanded our ability to support children and 
families, and increasing the amount of tuition assistance we provide - 
the core philosophy underpinning everything we do shines through. 

And that is to love our children first, above all else. No matter what 
a child experiences in their home life or what their struggles may 
be, we want our students to know they are loved unconditionally at 
Launch. Every decision we make is grounded in this philosophy.

We can’t help children succeed in school and life, or fight for 
educational justice, or truly support families without this love. As you 
read this annual report, I hope you can see all the ways in which we 
try to put our children and families first.

Thank you for your continued commitment to our work. We couldn’t 
be prouder to be part of such an incredible community that truly 
cares about supporting children and families.

Brianna Jackson 
Executive Director

Love them first

Mission
Lead the charge to brilliant outcomes for the children of our 
community by ensuring equitable access to the highest quality 
learning and care.

•	 Beacon Hill
•	 Delridge Community Center
•	 Hawthorne
•	 Highland Park
•	 Kimball
•	 Leschi

•	 Madrona
•	 Maple
•	 Miller Annex
•	 Montlake
•	 Rainier Community Center
•	 Sanislo

Locations

What We Do
Launch makes a difference for children and families by providing 
high-quality, effective preschool, before & after school and summer 
programs grounded in research on best practices. We work to 
close the opportunity gap and ensure equitable program access 
for children, and partner with families, schools, and nonprofits to 
ensure every child and family has the support they need to be 
successful. We advocate for policies, programs, and funding that 
benefits children and families, and participate in local, regional, and 
national program quality and collective action initiatives. We help 
build the youth development field by training the next generation of 
teachers, and create innovative programs that help drive changes in 
the sector and improve outcomes for children and families.

M E E T  A  T E AC H E R

Sharail
Launch’s approach is best 
described by a quote from 
the documentary Love Them 
First: Lessons from Lucy Laney 
Elementary: “Anytime anybody 
sees a child that looks forlorn, 
lost, not taken care of — 
spread your arms, scoop them 
up, ask questions later, but 
love them first.” Below, Launch 
preschool teacher Sharail 
Butler shares her thoughts on 
teaching and ‘loving them first.’

“I’m a big kid myself, so I really 
enjoy being able to play with 
the kids, be silly and watch 
them grow. You get to interject 
a little bit of your knowledge 
and wisdom, and watch them 
fly with it. One of the most 
exciting things is when a kid 

gets something. A lot of times 
they’ll say “I can’t, I can’t, I 
can’t!” But when they finally 
tie their shoe, count to ten, 
zip up their coat, pour the 
milk without spilling it, or write 
their name – those are such 
magical moments. 

If a child feels loved, they’ll 
learn more, grow more, 
express more, and be willing 
to take more chances. I 
want kids to know they’re 
appreciated, we care about 
them, and this is a safe place 
where they’re free to be 
themselves, make mistakes 
and explore. All of that comes 
from love. Our kids know that 
we’re not perfect but we’re 
all perfectly us. You’re going 
to have ups and downs, and 
you still need someone to love 
you through it. Life is all about 
making mistakes and picking 
yourself back up after.

Part of this work is loving 
parents first too. Sometimes 
parents will come in and 
haven’t eaten or had coffee, 
or are having a tough day. 
So I’ll give them a bagel or 
coffee, or be someone they 
can talk to. Kids thrive when 
their families thrive.”



misses a day. Help with homework

is given, food is provided, and

I know my child is loved.”  - Launch parent

183
CHILDREN 
in our preschool 
programs72

CHILDREN 
in our Leap Ahead 
summer kindergarten-
readiness program

WE PROVIDED

467,059 
H O U RS

of programming, for a 
per student average of

WE PROVIDED OVER

4,000 
H O U RS

of training and 
professional 

development to staff

395
SCHOOL-AGE 
CHILDREN 
in our summer camps

697
CHILDREN 
in our school-age before 
& after school programs

IN THE SUMMER
WE SERVED

DURING THE 
SCHOOL YEAR 

WE SERVED
WE SERVED MORE THAN

170,250 
M EA LS

STUDENTSDURING FY 2018-2019 WE SERVED 974

480 HOURS

“My child is disappointed when she



“My child has excelled since being in Launch. She has learned so much!”

				                 - Launch Parent

T H E  I M PAC T  O F  T U I T I O N  A S S I S TA N C E 

A Launch Story
“The last year was challenging and nerve wracking for our family. 
My 3rd grader was attending Launch and loving it. However 
it wasn’t easy financially with rising rent and another child in 
preschool. When the government shutdown happened, my 
job was up in the air for a few months with unknown answers. 
My husband’s job went south and we lost substantial income 
unexpectedly. I remember trying to pick up my child from Launch 
unnoticed because I was worried how to face the director when 
I was late paying for after school care. Finally the director pulled 
me aside to offer some other options. She helped me apply for 
Launch tuition assistance and we were quickly approved. I cried 
to her quietly, and am forever grateful to the kind and generous 
offer that she gave us. To keep the consistent schedule for my 
child in a stressful and unknowing time was so helpful. Thank 
you, Launch, for helping our family and always being a fun safe 
place that my child absolutely loves and thrives in!”

The percentage of preschoolers meeting or exceeding 
age-level expectations increased from fall to spring in 
6 KEY KINDERGARTEN-READINESS AREAS:

P R E S C H O O L

S C H O O L  AG E Our school-age students scored HIGHER ON STATE TESTS 
than the average student in their elementary school.*

M E E T  A  S T U D E N T

Aoife
3rd grader Aoife has been at 
Launch since preschool. Over 
the last year, she’s become a 
great leader in the program - 
she even helps lead activities 
for her fellow students!

What kinds of things do you 
like to do at Launch?

I like all of the activities. We 
do arts and crafts, and I like 
hanging out with my friends 
and talking to them. I liked 
going on the field trip to 
MoPOP, and the pumpkin 
patch field trip when I was 
in preschool was pretty fun. 
I’ve been here a long time, 
so I know how to do a lot 
of projects and I can teach 
them if someone else doesn’t 

know how to do them. I led an 
activity where we made pita, 
and I got to show the other 
kids how to make it. In the 
summer I got to help make 
slime. Teaching is hard, but 
it’s fun. I like that I can share 
the things I know with other 
people. Knowledge is power!

What do you like about your 
Launch teachers?

I like that the teachers are 
really funny and nice, and you 
can tell that they have their 
own separate lives – they 
act like they’re humans not 
robots that are only there to 
teach. You can actually have a 
conversation with them without 
them judging. I think people 
should know that if they have 
kids they should go here, 
because it’s a fun experience. 
The teachers really care about 
the students.

What are you really good at?

I’m really good at reading. 
My favorite book is The Girl 
Who Drank the Moon, and 
my favorite series is Harry 
Potter. I’m on the 4th book. 
I only started the series last 
month, but I’ve been staying 
in for recess to read. Launch 
has definitely helped me move 
along in books because we 
have lots of time to read.
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* data only available for Beacon Hill, Highland Park, Leschi and Sanislo
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WE PROVIDED 
LEAP AHEAD 

SCHOLARSHIPS TO

43%
OF LAUNCH 
FAMILIES 
have an income 
below 80% of 
the King County 
median.

OF OUR STUDENTS ARE 
CHILDREN OF COLOR

N EA R LY  H A L F

Thanks to funding from the City 
of Seattle, during Summer 2018

40
LOW-INCOME CHILDREN 

who needed more support to 
become kindergarten ready.

Of the chlidren who weren’t 
ready for kindergarten at the 

start of the summer,

86%
IMPROVED 

their kindergarten readiness 
skills by the end of the summer.

WE PROVIDED MORE THAN

$500,000 
IN UNCOMPENSATED 
CARE,*  TUIT ION 
ASSISTANCE, AND 
SCHOLARSHIPS

*the unreimbursed costs for accepting 
government subsidies for low-income families

43%

“When we had our kid, we had no family 
around, very little income, and barely any 
community around us to help. Childcare was 
extremely difficult to arrange and I ended 
up staying home after I was laid off from my 
job because I couldn’t find work that paid 
enough to cover the childcare costs. Luckily 
I had/have a part-time small business that 
helped us scrape by during the hardest 
period. The lack of money and time put a lot 
of strain on everyone.

Several parts of our family life have improved 
since then, but one of the most significant 
changes was when we were able to join the 
Launch program. We feel immensely grateful 
for how much it has reduced financial strain. 
The extra hours of care have allowed me 
to work more on my business, improve my 
health, and have more time as a family. We 
have also been delighted by the wonderful 
staff and programming. Our daughter loves 
the teachers, the food and the play/activities. 
The teachers are as caring as family would 
be, but also professional and very skilled at 
working with children. The environment is 
welcoming, diverse, and we feel more a part 
of our community. Before Launch we felt 
frustrated and exhausted by how difficult it is 
to have a young family in Seattle. Though we 
were always supporters of a public preschool 
program, we feel even more strongly now 
that programs such as Launch are a vital part 
of creating a livable city and that Launch is 
doing it the right way.”

“A Vital Part of Creating 
a More Livable City”
A  L AU N C H  FA M I LY  S TO R Y



Molly Abbruzzese
Matt Adkins
Agua Verde Cafe
Irene Akio
Alaska Airlines
Rosalie Alhadeff
Ahmed Ali
Asmahan Ali
Annie & Jess Alldredge
Russell & Kelly 
Alleen-Willems
AmazonSmile
Abigail Anderson
Art Anderson
Anonymous (15)
Jeremy & Michele 
Andrasik
Melanie & Casey Arena
Julie & Scott Arndt
June & Jeffrey Ashley
Scott Ashley
Ethan & Jessica Atlakson
Anthony Austin
Erika Ayer
Jared Baily
Pauline Bariola
Anna Bartels
Martha Baskin
Battelle
Sidney & Jessica 
Beaumont
Jacqui Beck
David Beckerman
Seok Bee Lim
Beehive Salon
Tim Bell
Benedetto Salon
Bob Benoit
Chad Berg
Karen Bertiger
Ellen Bevington
Carrie Biell & 
Margaret Cummins
Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation

Catherine Blaylock
Perry & Sandy Bloch
Michael Blumson
Joshua Bockstahler
Boeing
Carly & Benjamin Bonora
Darrick & Becky Bourgeois
Emily Breese
Jane Bremner
Kathleen Bremner
Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Foundation
Stephen Brown
Susan R. Brown
Michael Browne
Taylor Brownlow
Andrew Buhayar
Noah Buhayar
Cynthia Burns
Carol Burton
James Bush
Rob Bush
Ben Byers
Steve G Caldwell
Dan & Nancy Campi
Hillary & Brian Carey
Andy Chan
Claire Chanard
Elise Chayet
Hu & Wei Chen
Chihuly Studio
Marty & Stacy Chilberg
Lori Chisholm
Matt Clarich
Pam Clark
Danya Clevenger
Jessica Coffman
Anne Colpitts & 
Mark Jordan
Comic Relief / Red Nose 
Day USA
Sandy Condiotty
Sharon & Gary 
Constantine

Sydney Conway
Jeffrey Cook
Kevin Cook
Danica Coonan
Stephen Cooper
Kathleen & Kevin Corrigan
Ann Cotton
Jennifer Crofoot & 
Kynan Ramsey
Barbara & Ted Daniels
Mercy Daramola
Fran Davidson
Davis Wright Tremaine
Rich Deck
Janice Deguchi
Joseph DeStefanis
Ann Finn Detlefs & 
David Detlefs
Susannah & 
Aashish Dhamdhere
Jessica Didion
Erin Dillon-Naftolin & 
Jordan Naftolin
Jake Director
Liz & Dave Director
Steven Doman
Danielle Domholt
Erik Dugger & Olive Goh
Andrew & Bojana Duke
Matt Dunbar
KJ Dykema
Consuelo Echeverria
Diana Echeverria
Don & Susann Edmond
David & Julie Ellenhorn
Linda Eng
Brenda Epstein
Timothy & Olivia Erickson
Suzette Espinoza-Cruz
Peter Everett
Ezell’s Famous Chicken
Abigail Faylor
Abigail Formella
Ade Franklin
Ketil Freeman & 
Susannah Herrmann
Andrew Fuller
Andrew Furdell & 
Julia Katz
Bethany Furubayashi

Summer & Hugh Gallagher
Lucas Garrett
Julia Geier
Sarah Gist
Gina Giuliani
Bruce & Peggy Gladner
Ken & Sandy Glass
Paul Goldberg
Jay Goldstein
Google
Barry Goren
Carol S Gown
Emily Griffin & 
William Beard
Jacob Griffis
Kathleen Groshong
Leon Grundstein
Muguette Guenneguez
Darline Guerrero
Richard A. Gumpert
Dori Gustafson
Sarah Hagan
Leann Hakala
Dick & Sue Hall
Carol & Andy Harris
Kirsten & Jason 
Harris-Talley
Sara Hasan
Connie Hellyer
Kaylen Hendrick
Loretta Heniff
Kim Herber & 
Thomas Ditty
Lisa Herbold
Erica Hesse
Becky Hester
David Hewitt & 
Marcia Wagoner
Eve Hewitt
Nick Heyer
Irl & Ruth Hirsch
Anh Hoang & 
Michael Wallent
Mary Hoang & 
Arthur Schile
James Hong
William Hooper
Jared & Whitney Howe
Xingqiong Huang
Angela Hudson

Andrew Hughes & 
Kara Dunn
Jerry Hunnicutt
Megan Hurley
Soojean & Jason Ishiguro
Shayna & Allison Israel
Brianna Jackson
Jessie’s Fit Club
Tiffany & Mark Jessup
Yuan Jiang & 
Miao Huang
Cory Jordan
Douglas M. Jorgensen
Mary Joyce
Simon H. Kahan
Ajay Kaul
Michaela Kay
Susan Kelleher
Laurie & David Kelly
Donna & Russell Key
Kibble & Prentice
King County Employee 
Giving Program
Kirchoff Fitnessa
Barbara Lahav
Debbie & Lars Landrie
Rehana Lanewala & 
Nik Jewell
Jaime Larson
Kim Lee
Michael Levin
Patricia & Rodney Lewis
Tim Lewis
Suzana Li
Lynda Llavore
Carmen Loh
Mark Long
Lucky Seven Foundation
Faith Lumsden
Elisa Mader & 
Andrew McIntosh
Jeff Maggioli &  
Josh Rohr
Andrea Majewski
Paola Maranan
David Marks
Komala Martin
Massive Monkees
Deidre McCormack Martin
Marjean McCraw

Amir & Debbie Medawar
Fred Mednick
Maryanne Metz
Molly Metz
Miriam Meyerson
Microsoft
Janet Miller & 
Donald Villarreal
Sarah Miller & 
Craig Hardman
Claudia Mitchell & 
Guillaume Valtat
ML Whalen Consulting
Medora Moburg
Ladan Mohamed
Anne Moore
Cathy Moore
Derek Moretz
Emily Morgan
Kellie Morrill
Shelley Morrison
Harriet Morton
Erica Mullen
Forrest Murphy
Ben Nelson
Sharene Nelson & 
Michael Giambalvo
Anjanette Nelson-Wally & 
Jody Wally
Francis Nguyen & 
Yifan Song
Wahidah Niek
Aimee Noel
Mari Offenbecher
Brad Ogura
Peter & Rebecca O’Neil
Luan Ong & 
Thuvan Tran
Maggie O’Rourke
Laura Orser
Phelana Pang
Linda Parks
Amie Patao & 
Chris Bailey
Clinton Paulus & Kelly 
Brown
Perkins Coie Foundation
Perkins Coie LLP
Adam Peters
Sarah Peterson
James Phinney

Asasia Pierce
Pioneer Human Services
Louise Pitell
Bethany Plett & 
Ben Piggot
Sandy & Leo Poort
Darin Pope
Port Blakeley
Anthony Potter & 
Christopher Peguero
Shoshana Powell
Rad Power Bikes
Nichol Ramirez
Daryl Randle
Julie Riccio & 
Cameron Clark
David & Celeste Rind
Ristorante Machiavelli
Zach Robinson
Grant Rodgers
Michael Rogers
Shira Rosen
Ryder-Gross Fund
Tove Ryman
Sand Point Grill
Savage Color
Sok Say
Ken Schlegel
Schooner Exact 
Brewing Company
Scott & Frances McAdams 
Charitable Fund
Seattle Foundation
Seattle Massage Pro
Seattle Storm
Seattle Theatre Group
Quynh Sell
Melissa & Joel Shapiro
Dave & Sara Sharkey
Marc C. Sherman
Stephen Sherwood
Rochelle Short
Judith Silverman & 
Jeffrey Giffin
Paul Sliwowicz & 
Elizabeth Ebersole
Paul Sommer & 
Laura Selby
Kathleen & Rob Spitzer
Mahalie Stackpole
Helena & Alec Stephens

Sterling Realty 
Organization
Benjamin & Kristen Su
Ann & Ron Suter
Caryn Swan Jamero & 
Peter Jamero
Tango
Ryan & Michelle Taylerson
Molly Taylor
Yan Yan Teague
Terra Plata
Michele Tesler
Jennifer Thames
Angie Tonnon
Tigest Tsige
University of Washington 
Athletics
Manny & Nancy Uson
Vivian Van Gelder
Tomer Vandsburger
Daley Vertiz
Béat von Tscharner & 
Ken Weyel
Louise Wackerman
Brad Wageman & 
Terry Mulholland
Jeff Walters
Effie Wardenburg
Erin Weible
Carol Weisbecker
Briana Wentworth
Jessica Werner
West Wind Fund
Megan Whalen
Maegan & Patton 
Wilkinson
Rhonda Withrow
Kyle Wohlenhaus
Carol Wood
Christian Woods & 
Rachel Oppenheim
Kevin Wright
Kim Wright
Marcia Wright-Soika
Iris Wu
Sachiko Yari-Doty
Wacarra Yeomans
Lori Yonemitsu & 
Vernon Jay
Hilary Young & 
Anthony Ward

T H A N K  YO U  TO  O U R 

Donors
Revenue Expenses

TUITION  
$2,864,726

SEATTLE 
PRESCHOOL 
PROGRAM

$2,169,157

DSHS 

$499,573

CITY OF SEATTLE 

$417,939

WA STATE 
FOOD PROGRAM 

$325,016

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS 

$267,004

CONTRIBUTIONS 
& GRANTS 

$142,038

OTHER 

$15,275

$6,700,728 $5,907,969

PROGRAMS

$5,165,526

ADMINISTRATION

$631,713
FUNDRAISING

$$110,730

F Y  2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9 

Financials

FY2018-19 ended with a net cash surplus of $792,000 due to expenses that were significantly under budget and revenue that was higher than projected. Expenses were 
under budget largely due to lower than expected costs for salaries, benefits, and payroll taxes for a portion of the year. The surplus was used to build our cash reserves.
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“Launch gives kids the 

space to be kids.”

- Launch parent


